SOUTH AFRICA

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Mechanisms In Fiscal Matters

Despite legal reforms for more public participation in the budget, //\
South Africans are still struggling to find ways to have more ,//
influence over how public money is spent. '

South Africa scored 86 out of a 100 on the Open Budget Index, a comparative
measure of central government budget transparency

CITIZEN SUPERVISION
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PUBLIC SERVICES
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EXECUTIVE

Annual budget cycle:

3 q AN C H Executive’s budget execution: monitoring, supervision, and review.

OBJECTIVE

[}
h link between citizens
Q and the provision of services

MECHANISM

¢ Public servants are
deployed in communities

o hotline to receive
citizens’ complaints

CIVIL SOCIETY BUDGET
AND EXPENDITURE
CONSULTATIONS

door-to-door visits

Annual budget cycle:
Executive budget review.

OBJECTIVE * Citizens’ opinion on calls that cannot be
« Promote CSOs’ engagement with delivery of public services resolved at the first line are
Treasury officials through the Budget and is gathered transierred to anotherione

and so on until they reach

Expenditure Monitoring Forum (BEMF), a T e uron

g group of civil society organizations that

monitors the National Strategic Plan on HIV and AIDS
2007-2011 (www.tac.org.za/community/BEMF).

¢ Create a Citizen’s Guide to the Budget, to supplement
Treasury’s People’s Guide.

e Communication channels

RESULTS

MECHANISM
e BEMF emerged from the e While there is no formal
fight for comrgrehensive relationship between the 700/0 of the calls are complaints, 270A) are enquiries,
- o . .
HﬁlaltAnl‘lggt for people with Treasury and CSOs, a 1.8% are suggestions and compliments.

Treasury Unit worked with
BEMF to create a Citizen’s

Guide to the Budget.

RESULTS =

CITIZEN MONITORING o M o
OF GOVERNMENT r,&

A Citizen’s Guide to the /1 expected MOU between
. Treasury and BEMF to structure

Budget in lay terms : o
was created by CSOs. the relationship did not come to
fruition. BEMF was disbanded.

EXPENDITURES

Annual budget cycle: Executive budget execution:
monitoring, supervision, and review.

More emphasis has been placed on dissemination than
on encouraging public participation in the budget process,
and line department policy making that informs the process.
Direct participation by the citizenry in formal budget
formulation is still an issue receiving attention. Treasury hosts

university and civil society outreach events.

OBJECTIVE

JC,

o strengthening government
effectiveness

o citizen based monitoring pilot
process (CBM) to give citizens direct

access to information

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN
ECONOMIC, FINANCE AND
MONETARY AFFAIRS

MECHANISM

Annual budget cycle: ! .
: : monitor whether public
Executive budget preparation. services are satisfactorily

provided.
OBJECTIVE

o National Economic
M . Development and Labor Council
(NEDLAC)

e Citizens are placed as
active participants

o survey results are
discussed by citizens and

officials

¢ Citizens develop

s)¢ ‘ community scorecards
. account community organizations’ opinion client-oriented approac:
an
radical participation
MECHANISM approach
[}
annual national feedback

multi-stakeholder summit  on Council activities in a

transparent manner, to
obtain inputs from
organizations or persons

not normally involved,

* Community perception build local-level
surveys accountability.

RESULTS
CBM monitors

Q RESULTS

organisations Chamber
speaking for key

constituencies

60-70

Development clients a day

50 facilities by 2018,

citizens
managed to influence the budget,
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CITIZEN PARTICIPATION (‘ ‘=@
IN PARLIAMENTARY 0‘
COMMITTEES a8
LEGISLATURE
OBJECTIVE

public’s opinion
on the Medium Term Budget Policy
Statement (MTBPS)

MECHANISM

° . discussion
of the Medium Term
Budget Policy Statement

allow
citizens to raise service
delivery concerns, which
can result in amendments.

RESULTS
Advocacy organizations have submitted proposals

Annual budget cycle:
Auditing and review.

OBJECTIVE

2

alleged improper use of government funds,
S MECHANISM

and to submit requests for investigation.
to media conferences and by
SUPREME AUDIT INSTITUTION the OPP about alleged accepting public engagement
improper use of government requests.

funds and request
investigations. OPP undertakes
extensive investigations and

proposes government’s for special interest
course of action. groups to interact. This

constituency serves as
support for the Office.

RESULTS

Most significant
after OPP’s
investigations found that they were responsible for financial
irregularities. In one case, NGOs had filed a complaint.
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